
1 

 

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost – Sunday, June 28th, 2020 – 9:00 am 

AS WE GATHER 

A battle has been raging over the centuries between those who ignore the hard truth that we are sinners, 

hopeless by ourselves, and those who have realized the real good that our Lord has graciously won for us. In 

Paul’s day, members of the Early Church thought freedom from God’s Law meant they could ignore it.  

When we hear about the law, we either run from it or insist we are free from it. Paul teaches us that the law is 

not something we should fear but rather something we should honor and rejoice in. The law is for our good 

because it directs us to Jesus. But the Gospel announces what is real and good: God has kept all His promises 

in our Savior Jesus Christ. His death shows the enormity of the punishment we deserve, and His resurrection 

assures us of eternal life. 

Music Today                                                                                                               Terrie Sanchez 

Pre-service Music                                    Great Is Thy Faithfulness                                                      Instrumental 

Welcome & Invocation  

Opening Song                  Oh That the Lord Would Guide my Ways  LSB 707  

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

Confession and Forgiveness   Psalm 124:8; 130:3–4 

Pastor:  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

People: who made heaven and earth. 

Pastor:  If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

People: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

Pastor: Because we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition and have sinned in thought, word, 

and deed, let us employ the faith the Holy Spirit has given us and go to our gracious heavenly 

Father, asking His forgiveness for the sake of His Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. 

Amen. 

Pastor: Almighty God has given His only Son to bear the punishment of our sins on the cross so that we 

might know the peace of His presence now and the joys of heaven hereafter. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

Prayer of the Day  

Pastor:  Lord God, we hear voices proclaiming false peace and promising abundant blessings in 

exchange for our lip service and loving intentions. 
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People: Open our ears to hear the severity of Your Law and our hearts to be overwhelmed by the 

mercy You offer because of the sacrifice of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Recognition of New Members by Profession of Faith 

Scripture Reading                                                                                                                           Romans 7:1–13  

(The purpose of the Law is to show the gravity of our sin.) 

 1Or do you not know, brothers—for I am speaking to those who know the law—that the law is binding 

on a person only as long as he lives? 2Thus a married woman is bound by law to her husband while he lives, but 

if her husband dies she is released from the law of marriage. 3Accordingly, she will be called an adulteress if she 

lives with another man while her husband is alive. But if her husband dies, she is free from that law, and if she 

marries another man she is not an adulteress. 

 4Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the law through the body of Christ, so that you may 

belong to another, to him who has been raised from the dead, in order that we may bear fruit for God. 5For 

while we were living in the flesh, our sinful passions, aroused by the law, were at work in our members to bear 

fruit for death. 6But now we are released from the law, having died to that which held us captive, so that we 

serve not under the old written code but in the new life of the Spirit. 

 7What then shall we say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet if it had not been for the law, I would not 

have known sin. I would not have known what it is to covet if the law had not said, “You shall not covet.” 8But 

sin, seizing an opportunity through the commandment, produced in me all kinds of covetousness. Apart from 

the law, sin lies dead. 9I was once alive apart from the law, but when the commandment came, sin came alive 

and I died. 10The very commandment that promised life proved to be death to me. 11For sin, seizing an 

opportunity through the commandment, deceived me and through it killed me. 12So the law is holy, and the 

commandment is holy and righteous and good. 

 13Did that which is good, then, bring death to me? By no means! It was sin, producing death in me 

through what is good, in order that sin might be shown to be sin, and through the commandment might 

become sinful beyond measure. 

Pastor:      This is the Word of our Lord. 

People:    Thanks be to God. 

Children’s Message                      

Song of the Day                 The Law of God Is Good and Wise    LSB 579 (1-3,6)    

 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Sermon                                    The New Normal: A Fresh Perspective on the Law                Pastor Aaron Boerst 

 

Creed – Nicene Creed 

People: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all 

worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 

substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation 

came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made 

man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the 

third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the 

right hand of the Father. 

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will 

have no end.  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 

prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism 

for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life  of the world to 

come. Amen. 

Prayers of the Church                             Prayer Instrumental - Chief of Sinners Though I Be 

Pastor: Let us pray for the Church around the world and for all people in their various circumstances. In 

the Old Testament days, most of the Israelites were in exile in Babylon. So we pray for people 

who are displaced from their homes, communities, and countries. 

Heavenly Father, use humanitarian efforts on every level to supply what they lack, until the eyes 

of world’s power brokers are open to see their plight and put people’s needs above their own 

political aspirations. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Prophets regularly “prophesied war, famine, and pestilence.” Let us pray for refugees from 

warfare, those who lack the basic necessities of life, and all who are dealing with long-term ills or 

sudden emergencies. 

Lord Jesus, use compassionate people and agencies to provide food, clothing, and shelter where 

they are needed; guide emergency and medical professionals as they tend those under their 

care; and open our eyes to see opportunities in which we may serve. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: In New Testament days, Paul wrote that because we belong to one another in the Body of Christ 

and have died to the law, “we may bear fruit for God.” Let us pray for ourselves and the Church 

wherever it gathers in Christ’s name. 

O Holy Spirit, strengthen us and our brothers and sisters around the world as we seek to give 

our lives in loving service to You, reaching out to the lost, strengthening the weak in faith, and 

rejoicing together as we receive the real good that comes to us through Word and Sacrament. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: These and any other things You would have us ask, heavenly Father, grant to us for the sake of 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, for we dearly desire to sing of the steadfast love of the Lord, 

now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
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Sharing the Peace 

Holy Communion 

Preface  

Pastor: The Lord be with you. [2 Timothy 4:22] 

People: And also with you.  

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1]  

People: We lift them to the Lord.  

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136]  

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

The Words of Our Lord 

[Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25] 

Proclamation of Christ 

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.  

[1 Cor.11:26] 

People:     Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. [Revelation 22:20] 

Lord’s Prayer [Matthew 6:9–13] 

Pastor:   Lord Jesus Christ, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on  

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Distribution  

Benediction  [Numbers 6:24-26] 

Pastor:  The LORD bless you and keep you. 

             The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
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Closing Hymn/Sending Song Lord of All Hopefulness LSB 738  

 

 

 

 
Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005858 

Tune: Public domain 

 

Announcements 

 

Postlude                      I Have Loved you (and You are Mine) 

 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Part 2. Copyright © 2020 CPH. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

The New Normal: Where Do We Go Now? 

A Pentecost Sermon Series 

 

 As we begin to re-enter the world from sheltering in place, the term “the new normal” will be used a lot. 

This phrase acknowledges that things are different now. Something extraordinary has taken place and now our 

lives won’t be the same. It is difficult to adjust to “the new normal” but it must happen or we will be left behind. 

Pentecost does the same thing for the church. Pentecost is this moment that changes the church and its 

leaders forever. They cannot go living like they were before because of this extraordinary event. This newly 

formed church must now enter the world and determine its place in it. There is a “new normal” for the followers 

of Jesus and we will study what that is in this series. How does the “new normal” of Pentecost help us handle 

the “new normal” after a pandemic? God’s word is as relevant today as it ever was, so let’s look at how all of 

this fits together as we figure out where we go! 


